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                                                      Gardens of Herefordshire
                 Monday 4th June - Thursday 7th June 2018

                                        Itinerary

Day 1. 

We depart at 8.00am from Helensburgh on our journey to visit Gardens of 
Herefordshire, first calling at Gretna Services where we welcome aboard Tour 
Leader, Colin Crosbie, before continuing on to Caton, Lancashire for lunch at 
The Ship Inn. (included in tour price)

Our first Garden visit is to nearby Gresgarth Hall, home of gold medal-winning 
landscape designer, Arabella Lennox-Boyd. 

This 12 acre garden is set is in a valley cut  over millennia by a tributary of the 
river Lune called Artle Beck. The sound of water is ever-present. The terraces 
descend from the house to the lake, and are planted with roses, clematis and 
more tender plants in season, and the predominating pinks, purples and 
silver-whites complement the rugged grey stone of the Gothic house. 



We then continue our journey to The Three Counties Hotel in Hereford where 
we expect to arrive in time to settle in and relax before dinner.
Three Counties Hotel is a purpose-built, 60 bedroom hotel set in 3 1/2 acres 
of landscaped gardens less than a mile from the heart of Hereford City. 

The hotel boasts well-appointed en-suite rooms with flat screen Freeview & 
Sky televisions, hairdryers, tea & coffee making facilities and room safes and 
ground floor or first floor rooms. 

Day 2
After breakfast we make a leisurely start at 10.00 am to The Laskett Gardens, 
which, set in the idyllic countryside of Herefordshire on the Welsh borders, 
are the creation of Sir Roy Strong CH and his late wife Julia Trevelyan Oman. 
The gardens were begun in 1974 and continue to evolve.

Stretching over four acres, The Laskett is celebrated for the orchestration of 
surprise and its thrilling vistas. There are some twenty different and 
contrasting ‘rooms’ including a rose garden, a knot garden, an orchard, a 
pleached lime avenue, parterres, herbaceous borders and the Colonnade 
Court. Visitors will see new additions to the Gardens that include an Italianate 
grotto and a pond approached through a winding woodland walk.
This is the Sissinghurst of the late twentieth century, a joint creation by two 
people who were at the centre of the arts in England embracing theatre, 
opera, ballet, film, museums, exhibitions, garden design as well as writing. 
What makes this garden utterly unique is that its makers wove the story of 
their marriage and their lives into its very fabric.



There is limited disabled access.

There are no tea or refreshment facilities at The Laskett,  so we leave the 
garden to travel to Hampton Court Castle Gardens where adjoining the 
castle, in the grand conservatory designed by Joseph Paxton in 1846, is the 
Orangery Café for lunch (not included in price).

The Gardens at Hampton Court Castle Herefordshire are one of the most 
ambitious garden creations of our time and include a maze of a thousand 
yews with a gothic tower at its centre, beautiful herbaceous borders stretch 
out from a one hundred and fifty year old wisteria tunnel that leads to vast 
lawns and ancient trees beside the castle. Beyond the lawns are riverside 
and woodland walks. Original Victorian garden walls enclose stunning flower 
gardens divided by canals, island pavilions and pleached avenues. The 
kitchen garden is an ornamental garden of fruit and vegetables. It is managed 
organically, supplying produce to the Orangery for its seasonal menu.
The Gardens are wheelchair accessible (80%) via either flagstone, gravel or 
wood chipped paths.
Plants and other items are for sale at the Garden Bothy Gift shop.

A thirty minute drive will take us back to the Three Counties Hotel in good 
time for dinner.

Day 3
Our first  visit of the day is to Stockton Bury Mill Garden NGS, at Kimbolton 
nr Leominster, the perfect place for plant and garden lovers to spend a few 
hours. The four-acre garden is home to a medieval pigeon house, kitchen 
garden, water gardens and well-planted borders. Also a collection of Roman 

http://www.hamptoncourt.org.uk/orangery
http://www.hamptoncourt.org.uk/orangery


coins is on display. You may like to have coffee/tea in the cafe and there is a 
Plant Sales area.
50% of the garden is accessible and on the level. Although most of the 
garden is flat and dry underfoot we suggest sensible footwear. There are no 
hand rails in the garden.
From here we move on to Westonbury Mill Water Gardens at Pembridge. 

Exuberant Gardens, Fantastic Follies and Super Cafe. This water garden 
surrounds an old corn mill and is laid out around a network of streams. Its 
creator, Richard Pim, a hydro-geologist has created a number of follies in the 
garden including a castellated tower, African hut and dome made out of 
recycled wine bottles.
"It is now 18 years since I started making this garden – and love it here. I 
hope and think you will enjoy it too. It is certainly both beautiful and fun. 
Words which crop up often in the visitors’ book are ‘different’ and ‘unusual’, 
and ‘inspirational’ appears a lot. We shall have lunch here( included in tour 
price) and enjoy another plant buying opportunity.

Our final visit of the day is to nearby Hergest Croft Gardens which lies in the 
heart of the Welsh Marches with stunning views towards the Black 
Mountains. The 100-year old gardens contain a unique collection of rare 



plants, trees and shrubs and over 90 "Champion" Trees. There are gorgeous 
flower borders, an old fashioned Kitchen Garden, Azalea Garden, Maple 
Grove, and Park Wood, all to discover. With a Gift Shop and Tearooms the 
Gardens are the perfect place to explore and relax.
Garden Tour with guide included.
The gardens are open until 5.30pm when we shall depart for The Three 
Counties Hotel to arrive in good time for dinner.

Day 4
The final day of our holiday starts at 8.00am when we check out and leave 
the hotel to journey northwards with a short stop for coffee at Baystonhill 
Garden Centre (Dobbies) on the outskirts of country market town 
Shrewsbury. 
We continue our journey onwards to Larch Cottage Nurseries in time for 
lunch( included), followed by a visit to the gardens and probably then fill any 
remaining nooks and crannies in the bus with our final purchases of the trip.
In 1984 Cumbrian landscape designer Peter Stott bought a rundown property 
in the heart of the Eden Valley with the sole intention of growing plants for his 
landscaping business. Combining his love of Art, beauty and good 

architecture with a passion for Italy, he and his team of experienced 
craftsmen created what is today known as Larch Cottage Nurseries: A Secret 
Garden hidden in the heart of the Eden Valley where Romanesque walls, 
draped with greenery act as a backdrop for the peaceful gardens bursting 
with mature stock plants.The gardens include lawns, flowing perennial 
borders, rare and unusual shrubs, trees, small orchard and a kitchen garden. 
A natural stream runs into a small lake - a haven for wildlife and birds. At the 
head of the lake stands a chapel, designed and built by Peter for family use 
only.
NB. The bus cannot enter Larch Cottage but will drop us off just a short walk 
away.



We shall call in briefly at Gretna to say farewell to our Tour Leader, Colin 
before continuing our journey to Helensburgh were we expect to arrive at 
approximately 7.15 pm - 7.30pm.

Hotel: Three Counties Hotel, Hereford 
Single, double or twin rooms on ground floor or 1st floor.  All rooms en-suite 
with wi-fi, tea/coffee making facilities and flat screen TV.

Cost: £399 pp based on 30 people - Single supplement £30 
Includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast throughout, lunch on Days 1, 3  and 4 and 
entry to all gardens.


Please complete booking form and return with deposit by 15th December.



